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American College of Bankruptcy
Washington, D.C.

March 24, 2007


Whereas, Raymond L. Shapiro graduated from Temple University (Class of 1956), and graduated first in his class from Temple University Beasley School of Law (Class of 1959), where he was a member of the law review and a teaching assistant;


Whereas, Ray then joined the firm of Wexler Mulder & Weisman, specializing in creditors’ rights and asset-based lending, and was instrumental in the 1984 merger of Wexler Weisman Forman & Shapiro into what is now Blank Rome LLP, where Ray continues as a partner, serves as a member of its executive committee, and has managed the integration of offices in subsequent mergers in New York and Hong Kong;


Whereas, Ray has had a distinguished career as a practitioner, educator and mentor in the fields of creditors’ rights, bankruptcy, reorganizations, workouts and lender liability prevention and defense;


Whereas, Ray has represented institutional lenders, lender syndicates, creditors, creditors’ committees, debtors, insurance company liquidators and other parties, and has been involved as lead counsel to clients in major cases including Baldwin-United, LTV Corporation, US Gen New England, Inc., Southern States Cooperative, Reliance Insurance Company and as mediator and plan facilitator in Barney’s, Inc.;


Whereas, Ray has been named as a leading bankruptcy lawyer in The Best Lawyers in America for more than twenty years, and by Chambers USA (2006) as “a consummate all-around bankruptcy lawyer”;

Whereas, Ray has authored or served as editor of significant publications for Pennsylvania attorneys, including the Pennsylvania Civil Practice Handbook and Dunlap Hanna Pennsylvania Forms, has served as a contributing author of the Business Workouts Manual, and has lectured on bankruptcy, workouts and lender liability at programs sponsored by ALI-ABA, Georgetown University Law Center, the Third Circuit Judicial Conference and the Pennsylvania Bar Institute;

Whereas, Ray is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference; 

Whereas, Ray was inducted into the first class of the American College of Bankruptcy in 1990, and since that time has served the College with distinction in many capacities, including as Chair of the College (1997-2001); 

Whereas, the National Bankruptcy Archives was established by the College during Ray’s term as Chair; 
Whereas, Ray served as the first Chair of the American College of Bankruptcy Foundation (2003-2006), which now has significant assets;

Whereas, Ray has also been active in other charitable endeavors, including serving as Treasurer and Vice President of the Federation of Jewish Agencies of Greater Philadelphia and as President of the Jewish Publication Group;


Whereas, in 2006, Ray and his wife Judie celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary with their children Joel Shapiro (a partner at Blank Rome LLP), Todd Shapiro (a doctor at Beth Israel Hospital in Boston), and Lisa Shapiro Gordon (a Ph.D. economist in Concord, New Hampshire), their grandchildren Dalia, Mia, Noah, Sam, Adam, Adlai, Nina, Clay and Jack, their many other family members, and their friends and colleagues;

Therefore, be it resolved unanimously by the Board of Directors of the American College of Bankruptcy that Raymond L. Shapiro be, and he hereby is, awarded the Distinguished Service Award of the American College of Bankruptcy.

Done at Washington, D.C., this 24th day of March, 2007.

__________________________________

______________________________
Evelyn H. Biery




David T. Sykes

Chair, Board of Directors



President
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